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                           Firstly I wish all members a happy and successful new year 

Welcome to the second edition of THE TRANSMITTER, apart from the current news, the theme 
this month is to get everyone thinking about things they would like to see the club doing for all its 
members including help for new members both on Wednesdays and during racing on Sundays.
I've had several interesting emails, phone and poolside conversations since edition 1 so, keep them 
coming please. I stress that most of the following ideas are only my own thoughts and are included 
to start you thinking.

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION ?

Now we have got over the excitement of Christmas and New Year and are all looking forward to the 
new sailing season. If you were unable to think of an achievable new years resolution how about, 
for new Wednesday skippers, "I will join in with a Sunday race and see what happens" and, for 
everyone, "I will voice my opinions and my ideas for club".

When I rejoined the club about 5 years ago I did not know a soul, had forgotten most things about 
model sailing including the rules and had never done any radio sailing. Although I was offered a 
limited amount of help I felt frustrated, verging on intimidated, and the thought of entering a 
Sunday race was out of the question. Lets hear about your experiences as new members and 
what we can do to help.

Here are some suggestions that could be worth thinking about --
Come to our monthly training sessions on Saturday mornings, all levels of experience are welcome. 
Talking privately to one member last year he did not know what the terms leeward and windward 
meant but was too embarrassed to ask.

Come down on a Sunday and enter a race. When I first started racing I always started from the 
second line which meant I usually came last frustrating or what?!. How would you like us to create 
a simple handicap system to allow inexperienced skippers to start first? Have a look at 
http://www.leevalleymyc.org.uk/rygged.html and see what Lee Valley club does.

How about starting a "low key" Wednesday morning race series with a race once a month?
I found a good way to integrate into Sunday morning racing was to offer to help running the races. 
Low profile winter racing is a good place to start as race officer which proved really enjoyable for 
me.

The above are just the editors thoughts and meant as ideas to enable new skippers get more 
involved in competitive radio sailing. I have suggested them to get you thinking about ways we can 
improve the Radio Sailing in the club. Please do make your views known.

http://www.leevalleymyc.org.uk/rygged.html


WHATS HAPPENED TO VANE SAILING AT BOURNVILLE ?

Since the  vane races that were scheduled in 2013 were cancelled through lack of support, vane 
racing was excluded from the 2014 programme. We knew there was still interest in vane sailing in 
the club and suggested to Ian Cooke that it would be great if he could spearhead a revival in free 
sailing .

Ian has suggested that, if there was enough interest in the club (or indeed in the Midland District), 
he would be keen to introduce a new Free Sailing and Classic Sailing boat section to the club, 
meeting regularly possibly bi monthly on a Saturday at Bournville.

So, it is up to you all to show your interest in Ian's initiative, please get in touch with him and lets 
get things moving for the spring .

WHEN ARE THE REST OF THE TREES ALONG THE BROOK GOING TO BE LOPPED ?

We are delighted to have received offers of donations from several sailing members towards 
completing the well overdue job of lopping the trees to the south east of the lake. The offers of £750 
that we have to date from six members are nearly sufficient to complete the task which will cost 
approximately £1000. However, we still need more funds to complete the job before the spring so, 
if you would like to help with a donation it would be greatly appreciated, please contact either our 
Treasurer Gerrard Oldham or myself.

WHATS THE COMMITTEE BEEN DOING NEW ?

Your committee has decided that to enable the club to move into the 21st Century (better late than 
never), to form a working party consisting of Bill Green, John Humphries and myself to look at 
ways we can raise extra funds . We have had our first meeting and will be reporting on several ideas 
to the committee which I will describe in the next edition.

What would you think about donating any unwanted equipment or boats to a club register that will 
be posted on the notice board for sale, proceeds going into the club . This is an additional idea that 
has just come to me whilst  writing this newsletter. A  member suggested to me the other day that 
we should start a lottery syndicate to raise funds; what do you think? Please let us know.

BMYPBC SKIPPERS WHO'S WHO (I will kick off with mine)

Jon Harris (Vice Chairman)
Born in the mid 40s in Bournville (my father and grandfather both having lifetime jobs at 
Cadbury's) I attended Kings Norton Grammar School. I joined the BMY&PBC in the late 50s for a 
few years until discovering motorbikes, cars, alcohol and girls! (not necessarily in that  order). 
While a member of the club I sailed a vane 10 Rater, Dolly Grey and 6 Meter, Dorrie , sailing in 
club races and national championships with Dennis Hardwicke.

After attending agricultural college I moved to Bromsgrove in 1968 to run a farm at Tardebigge 
which grew gradually over the years until it was decided in 2000 to convert the buildings into a 
business park. This changed my career into one of being a commercial landlord.

I owned and crewed on many "big boats"over the years but as model yachting had remained in my 
blood I rejoined BMY&PBC 5 years ago. Last year taking delivery of my most recent "big boat" (a 



Delphia 40 based in Plymouth) with a view to starting "round the cans racing" which Martin Dovey 
and I are doing when time allows. 2015 being the start of our new campaign which I will keep you 
updated on, watch this space for more news (not suitable for the faint hearted !!!).

Gerrard Oldham (Treasurer)

Born at Sutton Coldfield  in July 1945 just before cessation of hostilities of WW2, I moved shortly 
afterwards to Hagley Rd, Edgbaston, where I lived until leaving home.  Educated at Moseley 
Grammar School and Worcester Teacher Training College (now Worcester University), I then spent 
40 years teaching Maths, Physics (& Science) and Computer Science  to A level to a variety of 
willing & unwilling children.  I gained my diploma in Education in 1984 and was awarded an 
Honorary BA from Worcester University in September 2012.

I first started sailing as an 8 year old and competitively at 10. I graduated to sailing bigger craft out 
of Brixham, Devon in my late teens which continued until going to Worcester, meeting my future 
wife Veronica and having a son and daughter. In 1985 I had a heart attack and for exercise took up 
Wind surfing, followed some years later with Solo and Laser sailing at Bartley Sailing Club.  I came 
to model yachting at Christmas 2013 when I was bought a Traplet Nimbus Mk3 10M as a kit - I still 
have it as a partially completed hull.  I joined the club in the summer of this year largely down to 
the welcome, help and guidance of Roy Whale, Chris Cook and Mike Thompson and was elected 
Treasurer at the November 2014 AGM.

TRAINING GROUP NEWS 

Dont forget that our next Saturday morning training session is next week on 10tth January and is in 
the club house at Midland Sailing Club ,Edgbaston . We are extremely pleased to have Steve 
Watson an RYA  rule judge with us again , those that attended the session last year will now how 
knowledgeable he is on the rules . This year he has some video clips to show us that he took at the 
Ranking race held a MSC last year , after he has demonstrated to us  what we did right and wrong  , 
the rest of the morning he is going to give a talk on the overtaking rules 
Everybody is welcome .

Thanks go to both Steve and MSC for allowing us to use their warm clubhouse .

TAILS FROM THE POND SIDE  FROM YOUR SAILING SECRETARY 

With the winter now well upon us, the club attention turns to winter series sailing in both District 
and club level, there are also training mornings planned during the next few months.

Midland District Winter Series race 2 – Birmingham.

After the Bournville AGM, the Midland District held its first winter series at Sutton Park Sailing 
club, the conditions can only be described as challenging, not just the wind direction, but the rain 
during the day was torrential. The wind at times was like sailing in a tumble dryer, the aim of the 
day was to never give up, even if it looked like you were facing the dreaded drop out of “A” Fleet. 

Out of an entry of 22, the club had 7 entrants with all having various success. The newest member 
to this infectious series was John Ind, who started in “B” Fleet, made the break to “A” Fleet, lead 
“A” Fleet in one race around the top mark twice, despite hitting the spreader mark both times. 
John’s day was brought to a halt early due to water in his Transmitter, John joined the others who 
dropped out with this issue. 



To all the guys who entered that day, I hope that race taught you that patience was the order of the 
day. See club positions below:-

1) Chris Harris
4) Jon Harris
10) Chris Cook
14) John Ind
15) Mick Barnett
16) Peter Moore --- Retired to the pub at lunch time due to the rain (Smart Move)
17) Phil Watkins

Midland District Winter Series Race 3 – Bournville.

The club then held the second of the Midland District Winter series races, totally different 
conditions, the sun shone most the day, the wind was from the Bournville Lane end of the lake, and 
was a good solid top suit for One Metres, with the gusts been limit top suit, causing the occasional 
wipe out on the run. The entry was 31, but 29 turned up, so two fleets were required, and the race 
team used the full length of the lake to give all quality racing. There were 9 entrants representing 
the club, all making it to “A” fleet once during the day, the battle between all was a close run thing 
all day, at the front to the rear of the fleet and it was good to see people enjoying their day. To the 
race team of Martin Dovey, Vic Bellerson, Gerrard Oldham, and organiser of myself, without you 
guys, this would not have been a success. See finishing positions below:-

3) Chris Harris
5) Peter Moor4
12) Bill Green
13) Mick Barnett
18) Jon Harris
21) John Ind
24) Phil Watkins
27) Liz Robinson
28) John Humphries

IOM Northern District Event – Fleetwood 27.12.2014

There was a Northern District Winter Series race held over the festive period at Fleetwood, the 
forecast was looking like it was going to be very windy, 35 gusting 62 mph, this changed very 
dramatically, but another factor of Snow was thrown into the mix on Boxing Day. Never the less 
Mark Dicks and I braved the weather and travelled to Fleetwood.

We arrived to a nice breeze down the middle of Fleetwood, whilst rigging up and having a Bacon 
Sandwich, the wind died, racing got under way in very light winds for the first race off the Sea, 
during the morning the wind filled from the Famous Top end of Fleetwood, slightly off the sea 
corner, this gave a long beat and run where there is no hiding place if your sail trim is not spot on, 
you will not be with the front runners. After a few races the wind began to swing off the sea again, 
and varied in strength. After lunch, (thanks to Derek & Maureen Priestley for a Hot Pot lunch) the 
wind stayed the same.

After 1500, a halt was called, something to do with daylight. I finished 4th with Martin Dovey's new 
One Meter design, narrowly beaten to second by 6 points, (something to do with a bag around the 
fin when leading). Mark finished 8th with his Lunch box design.



Up Coming Events. 

Whilst the club calendar has now been finalised after a couple of changes due to a new series for the 
Dragon Force class, there will be the continued winter series of racing at the club, this will be 
subject to the lake not been frozen. I would encourage all to come along and sail on a Sunday as 
well as continue to support the Wednesday sailing also.

The Midland District is holding the final two races in the winter series these are : -
• Sunday 18th January – Leicestershire Radio sailing Club.
• Sunday 15th February—Manor Park Sailing Club.

This will complete the winter series, after the next event, the first discard will kick in and will give 
individuals a better idea what they require to do at the final event to improve their personal  score. 
Remember the winter series is individual scores and not a club series also, unlike the summer series.

The club will start its defence of the Midland District Summer Series club shield in March, this will 
require a strong effort from all old and new members, I would suggest to sample the atmosphere of 
one of these events, join the team and come along to support the club in its quest to retain the team 
trophy and become of the stars of the team.

The training group will be continuing its sessions once a month on the second Saturday, the next 
sessions are as follows:-

January 10th – This is a rule seminar been run at Midland Sailing Club by RYA National Judge 
Steve Watson, this will follow a similar format from last year’s session,  I would suggest that all in 
the Training Group attend.

February – This session is the Black Art of running a race, from setting a course to using HMS, 
this will be both a practical and theory session, to learn how to carry Race Officers duties to give 
the fleet quality racing, not quantity racing. 

March – This will be using vane 36’s again to show how important getting drive out of the sails and 
not just turning up and putting on a trim, this is a great exercise and shows you how to get the best 
out of your boat.

The new MYA year book will be sent out shortly, please look at races away from the club you 
would like to attend and see if anyone else would like to attend and car share or go out into the Big 
Model yachting world and learn from your experiences.

I wish all the best for the upcoming year on the water be it home or away, enjoy yourselves and if 
you need any help, the committee can help you.

WHATS BEEN GOING ON WITH OUR POWER BOATERS ?

Come on you guys, some things must have happened so, lets have some news before the next 
edition; if you talk to us we will try to make it happen .

That's all for now , we will be back in March , please let us have your views and ideas ,
we need them to be able to produce the next edition . This is your voice. Email me on 
emailjonharris@gmail.com , ring on 07977055720 or just speak to me soon.

mailto:emailjonharris@gmail.com

