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For many years the club has been without a regular news letter but now with the use of 
email the norm . it is relatively straight forward to keep all our members up to date with 
news and items of interest, inviting comments and ideas about what. you want from your 
club .

The latest news from the committee 

Did you know that earlier in the year it was agreed that a "Sailing Team " would be 
formed? Headed by club sailing secretary Chris Harris and joining him Jon Harris , Richard 
Cole and  Mick Barnett,the aims of this group was to assist Chris by taking some of the 
huge load of work off his shoulders in all sailing matters. The team have met regularly 
every month and the results to date have been very positive . Due to family commitments 
Richard has decided to step down so, if you would be interested in helping, why not have a 
word with Chris Harris or myself.

Your club constitution is due for it's five year's review this year so several amendments 
have been suggested and will be discussed and voted on at the AGM on 21st November , 
the main change is based around keeping new blood running through the committee. By 
setting the Chairman's term of office to a maximum of three years and creating the role of 
Vice Chair (with a similar maximum term, it would be would be expected that the Vice 
Chair takes over from the Chair at the end of his tenure. Remember your committee needs 
new blood with fresh ideas so, why not volunteer your services?

Your treasurer Mike Thompson has notified the committee that he is unable to stand next 
year and therefore the club is in desperate need of a treasurer. Gerrard Oldham has very 
kindly reacted to our plea and put his name forward. Our thanks go to Mike for all the work 
he has done for the club.

What’s been happening around the lake 

Earlier in the year the club  employed Gristwood  and Toms tree surgeons to trim the trees 
along the stream raising the canopy to five meters , unfortunately even with the help of 
several members time restricted the amount that could be done which left several trees on 
the south east of the lake untouched . Your SAILING TEAM has been considering ways of 
raising funds to finish the job this winter , more news on this next time

During September my son and I  cleared a lot of the undergrowth around the lake and it 
was agreed in October to complete the job by employing  outside contractor for a day , 
WHAT A CHANGE , WE ARE SLOWLY GETTING THE GROUNDS  BACK TO WHAT THE 
VALLEY PARKWAYUSED TO LOOK LIKE 

The Japanese  Knotweed  on the bank of the stream has been reported to BCC and they 



have promised to come and treat it in the spring when it shows regrowth 

The lake is due to be drained , cleaned and repaired within BCCs 2015 budget but at this 
moment we have no more information 

The news from our power boaters 

Please come and support us at the model boat show at Exhibition Centre, Fosse Way, Nr 
Leamington Spa, CV31 1XN   on 7th - 9th November  the club will have a stand and will 
have several power boats and yachts on  display  see the detail on 
http://www.meridienneexhibitions.co.uk/our-events-detail.php?id=0000000008

The  Illuminated Viennese evening was held on 27th September and the amount taken 
was £266. 00 , well done and thanks to everyone involved .

The news from our sailors 

We are very pleased to welcome  several new very keen members this year , please 
spread the word and encourage any potential new members ; 

Once a month on Saturday mornings have been training sessions which are proving very 
successful and well supported  , the next one on 15th November is going to be really 
special as we are  having two vane 36s rigged and ready to go and you will have the 
chance to put race trims on them  and see how they go [ you will not need to get to grips 
with the vane settings if you don't want as these can be done for you ], believe me it will 
will open your eyes to where the wind is really coming from at Bournville , this is one not to 
be missed .

We  have recently seen several Britpops joining  the Bournville IOM fleet [ even a PINK  
one from sunny Spain saying Hola ! ] so we will have to scratch our heads and see what 
we can pull out of the bag to challenge them . Martins  new D2S prototype is looking really 
promising and the one to watch , now with a new fin and rudder since  my terrible  recent 
performance with it a Leicester !

To those of you willing to travel a short way and wanting to broaden your horizons a little 
dont forget the next Midland District event and AGM at Birmingham on 8th November 

The Bournville team of skippers have brought home the team trophy from the Midland 
District Summer Series for the first time , so well done . 

Chris Harris , our sailing secretaries corner 

 Review of the season 
With the club racing season nearly over and the trophy winners will be announced at the 
club AGM, there have been some highs for all as well as some lows.
The level of entrants has stayed above the average of the previous years, there have been 
a lot of new boats that have been built or brought and with various success.  The club has 
had a new influx of members and the Wednesday morning sailing has really taken off. I 
also believe that there has been some sailing on a Monday afternoon. 

http://www.meridienneexhibitions.co.uk/our-events-detail.php?id=0000000008


I would encourage that the new members who haven’t sailed on a Sunday in a club race 
do so. It is not a scary experience and it will get you to a level that you may want to 
improve on as well as having close racing with other members you may not see midweek.
The club has performed well in district, league and national events, the club had goal for 
2014, which was to improve on the previous year’s finishing position in the Midland 
Skipper series. This was started with Training Mornings run by experienced skippers to 
help improve race craft. This has worked and all skippers who have come down to these 
sessions have taken something away from them. This was evident with the performance of 
skippers through the Midland Skippers series. Bournville had a little luck on the way and 
won the club shield for the first time in this format.
Whilst winning this has been a good experience, defending is a total different  prospect, 
and one I hope that all be taking up this challenge.
Nationally the club has had varying success with the R6m National title coming back to the 
club, to all who competed nationally, congratulation on your efforts and please continue to 
support the classes that the club excel in.
What does the future hold, again I hope that the club will support both home and away all 
the classes we sail as well as some we don’t. When the lake is not usable, I would 
encourage all to try and sail at the alternative water we use at Midland Sailing club, it was 
a little disappointing that not all took up the challenge of trying this new water and 
experience different sailing conditions as well as waves and chop, something we don’t get 
at Bournville.
All the best for the rest of the year and hope to see some new faces at the Midland District 
Winter and Summer series, as well as some old faces.
Chris Harris  

A little bit of useless information 

Martin , Chris and myself have just completed our first weekend racing big boats in NHC 
class in Plymouth Sound , what a steep learning curve , certainly not for the faint hearted !

A couple of comments heard at the pool side 
"TACKING FOR THE BANK " then " NO I AM NOT " !!!!!!
"TACKING FOR THE BANK " then "THAT WAS NOT A GOOD IDEA !!!!!"
After winning  a heat from Chris Harris " THAT WAS BETTER THAN SEX " was heard 
At the IOM Irish Nationals in 1999  --- Don't tack in my water was called", reply of "You've 
only been here a few hours and it's already your water". 

Let us know about any humorous comments or anything else you might like included 
[ Paul Davis we dont want any of your jokes here thank you  !!!!!! ]

Well that's that for this month, hopefully we will see you at the AGM , Model boat show and 
the MYA trade show and AGM , you will be hearing from THE TRANSMITTER again in 
January 
PLEASE REMEMBER IT IS YOUR CLUB , SO LET US KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS 
Email the editor on  emailjonharris@gmail.com 
Wishing you a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year 
 

                                   =======================================
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We hope you have found this brief up date useful , the committee  wants to be hear your 
views , good or not so good , and needs your help and input as to what you want out of 
your club 
Don’t forget the AGM on 21 November , MYA Trade show and AGM at Rowheath on 
29th November and the International model boat show 7th -----9th November 
We will be back with the next edition in the new year 


